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Arkin, Alan. The Clearing . Harper & Row, 1986. ISBN 0-06-250032-5, $12.95; 0--06020140-1 (library binding), $11.89. 186pp.
Arkin's modem fable where animals personify human foibles and virtues is captivating.
The central character, Bubber, a lemming who wants to be something else, is brought to the
clearing by an unwilling cougar, and there he meets the Bear, who is really a lion inside, and
a duck, possum, and boa who are trying to free the lions inside themselves. Little by little,
through the bear's tutelage, the lemming realizes that he too has a lion inside. The most
charming aspect of the novel is the development of understanding and brotherhood among the
little group of animals. An undercurrent of irresistible tongue-in-cheek humor permeates the
whole tale.
When the bear/lion becomes the personage of light in the lemming's out-of-body, lifeafter-life experience, Arkin's message becomes unequivocal. Unfortunately it also becomes
an obvious imitation of C. S. Lewis's Namia series, and is therefore the story's greatest
weakness.
The other major fault in the book can be laid on the editors. There are many typos often two per page - and in one case, repeated lines. A publisher who could pay for the
cover illustration, which is absolutely perfect, could certainly have laid out some money for
a decent proofreader. -Lovisa Lyman.
Brown, Marc. Arthur's Tooth . Atlantic Monthly Press, 1985. ISBN 0-87113-006-8. $13 .95.
Unpaginated.
Marc Brown uses his animal characters to write about one of the big events in the sevenyear-old's life: losing baby teeth. ActuaUy the only animal parts of these characters are
their heads. They don't have tails or hooves. Francine, the monkey, is the troublemaker
and loses no opportunity to tease Arthur, the donkey (I think he's a donkey, but his ears are
really too small to be sure). Arthur is the only one in the class who hasn't lost any baby
teeth, so Francine makes sure he is excluded from all their games. Arthur tries the usual
tooth-loosening techniques, but gets taken to the dentist after waking his parents very early
to show them his progress. After the dentist reassures him that he didn't lose his own first
tooth until he was eight, Arthur ignores Francine and the tooth is soon jarred out.
Brown's illustrations are amusing and Arthur fans will enjoy seeing him solve another
growing-up problem. The reader may get a little tired of bossy Francine and wonder why
none of Arthur's friends ever stand up for him. However, it is Francine's meanness that is
responsible for the loss of Arthur's tooth (when she knocks him down), so Arthur does
consider her actions a good tum.
The story resolution is happier in Arthur's Eyes because the reader is laughing at
Francine's change of heart. In this book you finish the book still mad at Francine, even if
her bump did knock the tooth out. -Lillian Heil
Christian, Mary Blount. The Mysterious Case Case. E. P. Dutton, 1985. ISBN 0--52544217-0. $9 .95. 49pp.
Mae Donna Dockstedter thinks she is a detective, but Fenton P. Smith and friend Gerald
Grubbs don't want her homing in on their territory - at least not until they get into real
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trouble. It starts when they're all trying out their new disguises outside the local bank. A
man rushes through the door, trips over Fenton, picks up Fenton's look-alike briefcase, and
jumps into a waiting cab. What's in the other briefcase? Money, of course.
Misadventure after misadventure lead to the solution of a crime that even the bank president
didn't know had been committed. A clever little mystery. -Lovisa Lyman.
Christian, Mary Blount. Penrod's Pants. Illustrated by Jane Dyer. Macmillan, 1986. ISBN
0-02-718520-6 $9.95. 56pp.
Penrod Porcupine leads friend Griswold Bear through five adventures. First they search for
the exactly-right pants. Next Penrod attempts to shorten pants for Griswold. Then they
argue about who can have the last cookie with tea . . .. They are silly little stories, but the
book is easy to read and the pictures are bright and appealing. -Lovisa Lyman.
Collier, James Lincoln. When the Stars Begin to Fall. Delacorte Press, 1986. ISBN 0-38529516-2. $14.95. 16Opp.
The White family is trash. Everyone in town knows it Mr. White is a thief. Mrs. White
is lazy and slovenly. Daughter Helen is a slut. And fourleen-year-old Harry? He's a White,
so he's trash too.
Harry decides to prove the town wrong - at least as far as he's concerned. If he can do
something important, he'll get their respect. He figures he'll get plenty of attention if he can
prove that the town's main industry, a carpet factory, is polluting the river. He's partly right.
He gets plenty of attention, but not the respect he craves. When Harry presents his evidence,
the whole town conspires to keep it quiet rather than risk going back to their pre-factory
poverty.
Though it smacks somewhat of a plot stolen from Henrik Ibsen, this story reveals multiple
facets of the industrial pollution issue and creates a character we can identify with and care
for. Then it ends. It shows all of Harry's suffering and anguish and only hints at better times
for him in the future. Was Collier past his deadline? Does he leave us hanging because there
is no solution to the pollution problem, or because he plans a sequel? For me, the ending is
a flaw. Still, Collier is a convincing storyteller as far as he goes. -Lovisa Lyman.
Coltman, Paul. Tog the Ribber, or Cranny's Tale. Illustrated by Gillian McClure.
Andre Deutsch, 1985. ISBN 0-233-97711-2. £5.95 (U.K. only) . 32pp .
Language is a master's tool. and Paul Coltman uses it with astonishing effect in the
delightfully scary story of 'why Gran fears the night and why she don't speak right'. Bordered
with horror and quivering with the terror of a young child edging past a hanging tree. the
illustrations alone could teach the famous Jack how to shiver; when combined with the
tongue-curling text, each word almost - but not quite - familiar, their impact is
indescribably satisfying.
There are those who deny children's enjoyment of fright, and this book is not for them.
But for all who shiver deliciously. Tog the Ribber should be the joy of a Halloween story
hour. One word of caution: only an unusually bright youngster will catch the drift on his
own. though the illustrations will captivate. This one needs to be shared. -Janet Francis
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Craig, Helen. The Night of the Paper Bag Monsters . Knopf, 1985. ISBN 1-394-97307-0
(library binding). S8.99. Unpaginated.
Making Halloween costumes together comes to an abrupt halt when Alfred spills green
paint on Susie's paper bag costume. She retaliates by throwing red paint on Alfred's bag and
eventually the quarrel makes the two pigs decide to do their costumes alone. On Halloween
night a green monster comes from Susie's house and a red one from Alfred's. The two meet,
scare each other, then recognize each other and finally go to the party together. There they
win first prize.
Helen Craig's illustrations, especially of the bag costumes, are spectacular. The story is
simple but Craig has provided a creative way to end an argument between friends and the
costumes are inspiring. If you've got some big strong paper bags, try decorating one the
Helen Craig way for your next Halloween costume. -Lillian Heil.
Damjan, Mischa. The Clown Said No. Illustrated by 10zef Wilkon. North-South Books
(distributed by Holt, Rinehart & Winston), 1986. ISBN 0-805000-550. S12.95.
Unpaginated.
Colorful chalk-line drawings by Wilkon illustrate the story of a clown and five animals
who got tired of their circus acts. The six rebels decide to form their own circus, so they
choose their own tricks. Advertised as a show for children and poets, the circus is a success
and the story ends with the clown and animals crying for joy.
The vivid drawings catch the different moods of the circus performers rebelling, leaving,
and planning a new kind of show, but the plot itself is not convincing. The clown wants to
tell stories, but circus acoustics and size do not lend themselves to the intimate mood of the
storyteller. The donkey wants to listen, but what fun is it to watch someone listening? The
giraffe wants to show how supple she is by scratching the back of her head with her leg, but
why didn't this get extended to acrobatics that would be fun to watch? The lion wants to go
back to Africa, but as far as the story goes, he never makes it - nor does he do any circus
act. The only one who does anything that is active is the dog, who plays with a ball.
Instead of dancing to music, the pony wants to sleep, but that doesn't make an interesting
show for the big top. The illustrations for this part of the story are confusing, because one
picture shows the pony sleeping, and one dancing.
In this story the children (and the poets) think the animals are wonderful, but the reader
finds it hard to believe children would sit still for a circus where there is so little going on.
It appears that the author was trying to show the importance of choice to a happy. life, but
logically the story doesn't make much sense. -Lillian Heil
DeWeese, Gene. Black Suits from Outer Space. G. P. Putnam, 1985. ISBN 0-399-21261-2.
S12.95. 144pp.
Calvin and Kathy discover that the planet Earth has been a cheap vacation spot for tourists
- aliens from other planets in our galaxy who want to observe less advanced civilizations.
They meet one whose disguise gadget has broken down, so he is no longer human-looking
but a ten-foot-tall hairy monster, and he needs their help. He can't find his spaceship that is
programmed to return him to his home, and the mechanism that allows him to breathe in the
earth's atmosphere has ten hours left before he dies.
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Kathy and Calvin go to the junkyard described by the monster, find the spaceship and,
using the handy plastic card for operating the ship (similar to the ever-present credit card, I
presume) the two children learn to operate the ship by trial and error. There are some
hilarious descriptions of them operating the handles together because the spaceship controls
are too far apart. (They were built for a hairy-monster size person.) Calvin isn't very good at
physical skills, so his part of the flying is as erratic as his first efforts to ride a bicycle.
When they finally get back to the alien, his strength is gone. With the aid of one of the
more sympathetic adults (a deputy who sees a chance to make the sheriff look silly and get
the sheriffs job in the next election), they get the alien to the ship in time. He lets them
out of the ship and streaks into space.
It's a thoroughly amusing and creative look at creatures from outer space as interested
visitors. The reader will enjoy the inventive way they are given tours of earth and will
chuckle at aliens as harmless tourists who are as curious about our world and its inhabitants as
we are about so-called primitive societies on earth. -Lillian Heil
Emerson, Anne, compiler. Peter Rabbit's Cookery Book. Illustrations by Beatrix Potter.
Frederick Warne, 1986. ISBN 0-7232-3328-4. $6.95. 48pp.
Although the format of the recipe book appears to be designed to appeal to very young
children, the recipes are much too difficult even for those in middle grades to use with
success, and the approach (including regular cautions to ask an adult to "pour the hot liquid,"
"tum the grill," etc.) is unacceptably condescending.
The book has been through several printings, but it would seem that the popularity is due
to doting relatives relishing the thought of toddlers draped in mama's apron, producing such
culinary delights as "The Sandy-Whiskered Gentleman's Herb Omelette" or "Pigling Bland's
Porridge" (there are two recipes for oatmeal mush, imagine !), or to the delightful
reproductions of actual illustration's from the Potter books, rather than to the word-of-mouth '1
want a copy' selling of good books. There are not a lot of good cookbooks for children, and
these are authentic English recipes patterned after dishes named in the books, but somewhere
there must be something better than this. -Janet Francis
Gretz, Susanna. It's Your Turn. E. P. Dutton, 1985. ISBN 0-8037-0198-5. $10.95.
Unpaginated.
Roger (a pig) doesn't like setting the table, so his uncle suggests he see if other families
are so demanding. He discovers that as a guest he isn't asked to help, but the Perry pig
family has horrible fishmeal soup, the Olson pig family has awful pancakes, and the Browns
have roots and snails. Finally he gets to the Joneses, but everyone is helping and he feels
left out He suddenly decides it's no fun to be a guest because a guest is not part of the
family , and like Max in Where the Wild Things Are, the smell of good things to eat
(at home) reaches his nostrils. He gets there in time for com on the cob and warm pie, and
promises to do his share of work the nex t day.
Readers will enjoy the beginning as they see an enormous yellow couch with a spotted
pink pig scrunched under it; he is being bombarded by reminders from unseen family members
about his table-setting responsibilities. As a table-setter, Roger is a mess - his family
would be better off on the floor. The picture shows a twisted table cloth, spilled juice, and
scattered eating utensils, most of which are in the wrong place or are being shoved around by
a mad-looking pig.
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Gretz's illustrations intensify the frustration of this reluctant family helper by making him
a pig who scowls, sulks, looks abashed, and finally repulsed by the flood of other pig
families. It's a humorous lesson that many children learn - part of belonging is working for
the family (and home food is best). -Lillian Heil
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Hansen, Joyce. Which Way Freedom? Walker & Co., 1986. ISBN 0-8027-6623-4. $12.95.
120pp.
For the young adult reader, Which Way Freedom? is bound to stimulate interest and promote
further reading about the U. S. Civil War. Even though the characters are fictional, the author
weaves in actual events and believable situations. Obi, separated from his mother in youth
and sold to a plantation owner in South Carolina, must face the brutality of slavery. As
loneliness and alienation subdue his spirit even as the physical torments of field work and
beatings subdue his body, Obi fights back with a solitary weapon, his overwhelming desire
for freedom - and as he does, he begins to understand the world outside the plantation and
much about himself.
The excitement of Civil War battles, pursuit by Patterollers (bounty hunters), clandestine
meetings of slaves in revolt, and narrow escapes compel the reader to tum the page. This
book will be attractive to both mature and immature readers. For the immature, it is short and
gripping; for the mature, it will whet their interest and cause them to seek more information
about slavery and the horror man perpetrates upon others and himself.
-Raphael Johstoneaux

Hartford, John. Steamboal in a Cornfield. Crown, 1986. ISBN 0-517561-417. $10.95.
Unpaginated.
The pictures in this book of the steamship Virginia in and out of the cornfield are a
splendid collection of historical photos, and the fact that the book is printed in brown and
B
black ink enhances the photographs.
4+
The Virginia had been laid up for some months due to low water in the Ohio River. In
Nonfict
March 1910, with the river rising, Captain Henderson took the Virginia downstream, loaded
with freight and passengers. In the ensuing flood, with the Ohio out of its banks, the ship
went aground in Williamson's cornfield below Willow Grove, West Virginia. And that is just
the beginning.
The only drawback to the book is the text, which is worse-than-verse. Were I using this
book in the classroom (it would be great fun), I'd tell the story in my own words.
-Thom Hinckley
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Hedderwick, Mairi. Kalie Morag and the Tiresome Ted. Little, Brown & Co., 1986. ISBN
0-316-35401-5. LC 85-23786. $10.95. 25pp.
Katie Morag lives an enticingly different life on her isolated island with long-haired sheep
and seldom houses, but she has the same trouble as any other big sister to find room in her
heart for a new baby who gets all the presents and attention. Once again Hedderwick portrays
the seaside life with deft washes and absorbing detail; the pictures offer the same fascination
found in a walk on a busy beach after a storm. Her island people are independent, stubborn,
and happy, and Katie belongs. Whether she is carrying the mail, making peace between city
grandmas and island grandmas, or feeling in a bad mood, her story is worthwhile.
-Janet Francis
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Janeczko, Paul B. Bridges to Cross. Macmillan, 1986. ISBN 0-02-747940-4. $11.95. 162pp.
Bridges to Cross spans the adolescent experiences of junior high school, including
friendship and rebellion against parental authority, while enabling the reader to see himself in
similar situations. James Marchuk despises the rules and regulations inherent in a Catholic
school, and the prospect of high school at Our Lady, Queen of Angels suggests "just four
more years of boredom."
J ames, like most teens his age, depends upon his best friend, Will, when his need to exert
independence clashes with his parents, particularly his mother, who does everything she can
to rear a good Catholic boy. Also typical of his age, James must stretch the rules to fit his
own thoughts and feelings. For example, he sneaks into the "Adults Only" room in the
Laugh Place, a business filled with masks, costumes, and funny gadgets. Unexpectedly he
sees an adult he knows and must now deal with the duplicity he sees in human nature and
metaphorically cross another bridge.
The novel is filled with many crossing into adulthood. James's rite of passage through the
maze of rules and regulations at school, as well as his mother's dominance, leads him to the
conclusion that he, as Shoe, his vagabond artist friend, must "put aside what . .. other
people want .. . from [him] and paint [his] own picture." -Raphael Johstoneaux
Johnston, Tony. Farmer Mack Measures His Pig. Illustrated by Megan Lloyd. Harper, 1986.
ISBN 0-606-023018-5. $10.89. 32pp.
Tony Johnston's story is about two proud farmers and their pigs. The first farmer (Farmer
Tubb) claims his pig is the biggest. When the second farmer (Farmer Mack) can't get his pig
to hold still for measurement, he claims his pig can jump the highest. When the first farmer
can't get his pig to jump, he plays music to calm his pig but it calms the other pig into
standing still so she can be measured. The triumphant shout of the second farmer when he
discovers his pig is as big as the first farmer's startles the first farmer's pig into jumping. So
the contest is declared a tie and they all go home singing about big, jumping pigs.
Megan Lloyd's illustrations catch the humor of the unpredictable pigs and their proud
owners. Johnston's language catches the homespun quality of the dialogue between the two
bragging neighbors:
"She's ashamed to be so skinny."
"Oh, comr
"She can't stand the idea of being measured and losing."
"Horse whiskers!"
The two friends are probably relieved when they agree that the pigs are equal. ("Well, pluck
my chickens! It's a tie!") The language has the rhythm and verve of a country square dance
and fits this amusing, almost-tall tale of two bragging farmers. -Lillian Heil
Kipling, Rudyard. Something of Myself: for my friends known and unknown . Edited by Robert
Hampson. Viking Penguin, 1986. ISBN 0-14-043308-2. $7.95. 220pp.
Kipling is out from under copyright and everyone has jumped into the breach. Even The
Times is reviewing the new flood of old favourites . But unlike the people who rule the
country and thus read The Times, readers of CBR need not be reminded that Kipling was once
thought to have been a jingoist and an imperialist. How does one discover, then, the real
Kipling?
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As I pondered that question while perusing the vast array of new Kipling books, Something
of Myself caught my eye. As one reads of his early youth, the unhappy years with 'the
woman and the devil-bay', the days in India, and his apprenticeship there as a journalist, a
whole new Kipling emerges -- different from what the pundits told us he was. Written when
he was seventy, this death-interrupted autobiography is warm, personal, and intimate.
Kipling comes to live in Vermont when his bank fails, and there, in the winter of 1892, he
writes The Jungle Book. The book is full of surprising revelations like this.
The Very Own House' is likely my favourite chapter, as this becomes the setting for
Puck of Pook's Hill. He describes its origin and composition, and gives a moving account of
going to Stockholm to receive the Nobel Prize just after the old King had died; he tells of
"the weary-eyed, over-worked, new King, saying to each the words appropriate to the
occasion, ... and the return piloted by soft-footed Court officials through a stillness so deep
that one heard the click of the decorations on their uniforms'.
Students will appreciate that the Penguin edition is annotated to help them over the obscure
allusions. Their elders will, however, regret that some of the most tantalising allusions have
not yet been identified. -Thom Hinckley
Kitzinger, Sheila. Being Born . Photography by Linnart Nilsson. Grosset & Dunlop, 1986.
ISBN Q..448-18990-9. $14.95. 64pp.
I cuddled up with my seven-year-old in a big chair to read this one. It was a rich few
minutes for both of us. In text and photographs, the book traces human life from conception
A
(tastefully described) to birth. Kitzinger concentrates on those aspects of gestation that the
Pre+
embryo and fetus would have been aware of - sounds, sensations such as sucking a thumb or
Nonfict
PB
light diffused through the uterine wall, the moment of birth, and nursing. Photographs
document every stage. Some parents may be offended by the text describing intercourse or by
the photographs of the birth and of the infant nursing. -Lovisa Lyman.
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Klein, Norma. Family Success. Dial Books, 1985. ISBN 0-8037-0221-3. $13.95. 262pp.
The writing is pretty good and the plot captivating. What teenage reader would put down a
book that begins: "Leslie pulled off her shirt back over her head, shaking the sand out. I
still feel funny seeing her naked. . .. Though we've known each other all our lives, we've
only been lovers for a month"? Not only are Leslie and Peter lovers, but his father and her
mother are having an affair. Soon the father and mother divorce their respective spouses and
marry each other. Then, as luck would have it, Peter and Leslie end up living together as
brother and sister in the new couple's apartment.
Leslie and Peter take turns narrating the book, telling alternate chapters. This gives us
more insight into their feelings and how they interpret the same experience. Their
relationship continues from first to last page, through their senior year in high school, the
year in which both first and second parental marriages break up. To Klein's credit, love
scenes are not explicit by adult standards, but what is her message?
At the close of the book, Peter and Leslie pack their bags for a joint post-graduation trip
together (Leslie remembers, fortunately, to pack her birth control pills), with none of the
parents even having gotten wise to the fact that the kids are more than friends. When they
return from their trip, they'll go to different colleges, where they anticipate establishing new
relationships, each stronger for their experiences together. If any moral judgment is made, it
is against Peter's father, who is incapable of being faithful to any of the women in his life.
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Doubtless many a teenage reader would want to read this book, but I won't reco=end it to
them. -Lovisa Lyman.
Klein, Norma. Going Backwards. Scholastic, Inc., 1986. ISBN 0-590-40328-1. $12.95.
182pp.
Going Backwards has the asset of a wonderfully perceptive and understanding narrator,
Charles Goldman, who struggles simultaneously with his feelings toward his family and his
ambivalence about himself. Because of his family's concern for an aged grandmother, they
move her into their apartment in New York. Spacious though it is, it proves inadequate. No
one can deal successfully with her as her Alzheimer's disease worsens. Her disorientation,
though touching, nevertheless provokes some humorous incidents. They find her, for
instance, in Kaylo's closet in the middle of the night, writing her life story on the walls.
Charles finds his grandmother an embarrassment; Kaylo finds her frightening. Their
mother wisely sees beyond the sentimentality of their father, who refuses to face the
inevitable need for constant, professional care. He relies upon Charles for moral support as
he agonizes over the decision of whether to "put her away" or to continue distressing his
family.
Up to this point, Going Backwards has merit as an adolescent novel. In the last fifty
pages, however, too much happens too fast, as Charles goes off to college, establishes an
amorous relationship with a black girl, loses his father, and returns home to find that his best
friend and his first girlfriend are going steady.
Despite the rushed, trendy ending, this book should engage many readers, as it offers acute
insight into growing up, the rite of passage from innocence to experience.
-Raphael J ohstoneaux
Lasky, Kathryn. Pageanl. Four Winds Press, 1986. ISBN 0-02-751720-9. $12.95 . 221pp.
Two themes tie Pageanl together: John F. Kennedy's presidency and the Stuart Hall annual
Christmas pageant. Sarah Benjamin is very involved in both. Part One begins on the eve
of the 1960 presidential election. Sarah, one of two Jewish students and three Kennedy
supporters at Stuart Hall, an exclusive Indianapolis girls' school, is lying on the stage
waiting for the angels to wake her and the other shepherds. Each of the three successive
parts begins the same way -- with Sarah (and the other students who can't sing well enough
to be in the chorus or are too dark-complexioned to be angels) lying on the floor waiting to
be su=oned to Bethlehem.
The first rehearsal takes place the day before Kennedy is elected; the last, the day before
he is assassinated. As the story begins, Sarah is filled with hope for the "New Frontier" and
the role she will play in it. By Part Four, her personal problems have become too great for
her to handle alone, and the narrow-mindedness at Stuart Hall is part of the problem. The
book ends a few days after the assassination.
Lasky's interweaving of themes is masterful, never obstrusive or forced. It is only after
finishing the book that one realizes how carefully the book is structured. Certainly Lasky's
best. Probably a prize winner. -Lovisa Lyman.
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L'Engle, Madeleine, Many Walers, Farrar, Strauss, & Giroux, 1986. ISBN 374-374796-4.
$12.95. 310pp.
The reader of Many Waters is given the opportunity to live with the family of Noah just
before the flood . Meet Lamech, Noah's father, Noah himself, and Noah's wife and three sons
Japheth, Shem, Ham and their wives. L'Engle adds two daughters, Yalith and Mahlah. To
this extended family of tent-dwellers, Sandy and Dennis (the twin brothers of Meg and
Charles Wallace of A Wrinkle in Time) are tessered when they playfully type a computer
request for warmth and heat to get away from the frozen winter weather of home. Initially
the twins almost die of sunburn and understandably think they are on another planet.
L'Engle has made Noah's family no more than four feet tall, and frequent earthquakes shake
the ground, small woolly mammoths are pets, unicorns materialize if they are believed in,
Sandy and Dennis (nearly six feet tall) are considered giants, golden-winged seraphim are
always available with kindly help, and the selfishly beautiful winged nephilim are present to
tempt and ensnare men with the pleasures of the flesh.
When the twins come out of their feverish states, the names of Noah, Lamech,
Methuselah, and Enoch (who walked with God and was not) begin to fit together. They
realize they are about to witness the flood and perhaps be drowned in it. They are concerned
about lovely and good Yalith, whom both of the boys have fallen in love with; yet they
know that only Noah's sons and their wives are saved on the ark. I won't give away the
ending, but it makes sense and fits beautifully with the biblical account.
L'Engle's pre-flood world gives the reader a feeling of the newness of the planet, with its
restless volcanoes and constantly shifting and settling crust. Her people are divided into
those who are innocently wise, those who can speak to El, those who can call unicorns, the
seraphim (golden-winged men who can return to El but choose to help men on earth) and
those who seek the pleasures of the world, consort with and marry the selfish, snake-like
nephilim (winged beings who aren't human but cannot leave the earth). These are the people
who cheat, steal, abuse the earth's resources, and murder to get gain. L'Engle also
communicates the mystery of God and his closeness to those who listen, as Lamech and
Noah do, to El (Elohim of the Bible), or as Yalith does to the stars and wind as they chime
out messages of warning and reassurance.
Many Walers is not a historical recreation of the pre-flood days but, through a master
storyteller, the reader will be able to experience the mystery of a young planet whose people
had strayed too far and were destroyed by God. -Lillian Heil

A
K+
Fict
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Lionni, Leo. It's Mine! Alfred A. Knopf, 1986. ISBN 0-394-97000-4: $11.95. 32pp.
Another fabulous picure book by Lionni, It's Mine! tells about three frogs who constantly
quarrel over who owns their pond and their island, and about how a huge toad helps them to
learn to share. Pictures are made in pretty much the same fashion as those of his other
beloved books, especially delightful for the very young. This will be pleasing to everyone,
as usual. --Carol V. Oaks

B
Adult?
Poetry

Livingston, Myra Cohn. Worlds I Krww. and Other Poems. Illustrated by Tim Arnold.
Atheneum, 1985. ISBN 0-689-50332-6. $12.95. 57pp.
This is a collection of poems written in blank verse which are full of memories of
childhood. They seem to be "remembering how things used to be." Adults looking back at
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they used to know, and will relive their own past. Children will have a harder time relating
to the experiences contained in the poems. --Catherine Bowles
Luenn, Nancy. The Arctic Unicorn. Atheneum, 1986. ISBN 0-689-31278-4. $14.95. 168pp.
Nancy Luenn tells the story of Kala, a thirteen-year-old Eskimo girl, who has the power to
be a shaman, or spiritual go-between, for her people. Kala does not want to accept the power
because the man she loves, Inuteq, is afraid of a woman who can become any animal she
wishes and influence the powers of nature. Finally, when her people are starving, Kala makes
the right choice to renounce Inuteq and keep the way of the people. The hunters find
narwhals, who have been sent by the spirits to save Kala's people, and Inuteq dies as he
breaks the taboo to kill a white whale. As the story ends, Kala chooses a man who keeps the
way of the people, and accepts the power to become the angakok (spiritual leader) for her
people.
Luenn's powerful descriptions of Kala's ability to become the animals of the Arctic as she
follows the call of the silat (arctic unicorn) make the spiritual beliefs of the Eskimos a
shining world of power and grace. Her struggle to renounce the power in her becomes an
actual physical battle with a force that growls, swells, and threatens to explode beyond her
ability to control it.
The Arctic Unicorn puts the beliefs of the Inuit (Eskimo) into a powerful visual form of icy
images, strong people, and a girl who learns to accept the gift she receives in order to serve
her people. -Lillian Heil
MacDonald, George. The Princess and the Goblin. Illustrated by Jessie Willcox Smith.
Books of Wonder: William Morrow, 1986. ISBN
. 208pp.
0-688-06604-6. $12.00
The Princess and the Goblin is a classic fantasy long beloved by young children lucky
enough to read it - or to have it read to them by older folks who loved it when they were
children. It was published in 1871; George MacDonald was a member of a group of good
fantasy writers who wanted to have children's books available to Christian children that would
delight and teach them. C. S. Lewis and Lewis Carroll were two other members of that group.
My re-reading the adventures of the lovely little princess who is the target of a wicked plan
by goblins in the nearby hills to kidnap her and marry her to their hideous king's son, and
the adventures of her young friend Curdie in trying to protect her, remind me that there is as
much excitment in it as there was when I read it at eight years old. Though the style is a
little old-fashioned, it is not dull.
This 1986 printing is a facsimile of the 1920 edition and has lovely illustrations by Jessie
Willcox Smith; much better than the 1986 Grosset and Dunlop's edition rushed out in this
same year. --Carol V. Oaks
McKissack, Patricia. A New True Book: The Inca. Children's Press, 1985. ISBN 0-51601268-1 (library binding), $11.25; 0-516-41268-X (paperback), $3 .95. 48pp.
Bright pictures and large type tell a brief history of the Inca empire. Food, religion, and
cultural achievements are mentioned. True to the historical facts as we know them, the book
is a very good introduction to a magnificent race. A glossary and index finish the little
volume. -Lovisa Lyman.
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Mahy, Margaret. The Catalogue of the Universe. A Margaret K. McElderry book, Atheneum,
1986 (first American edition). ISBN 0-689-50391- 1. LC 84-72262. $11.95. 185pp .
Having read and loved The Haunting and The Changeover, I was glad to see another book
by Margaret Mahy, whom I knew to be a spellbinder and a master of characterization. I was
disappointed in this one, however -- not because her storytelling or her characters have paled,
but because I didn't like her handling of the question of illicit sex, especially teen sex.
Eighteen-year-old Angela is a love child, and the plot revolves around Angela's
discovering, tailing, and finally facing her father, to find out the truth about her own birth.
In fact, she finds out more than she had bargained for, and the interview is so shattering that
Angela, after literally running wild for several hours, decides to regain control of her life by
seducing her good friend Tycho Potter. This bothered me, but I may be over-reacting due to
the recent announcement of a second-generation illegitimate pregnancy in my own extended
family. It seems to me that the sins of the mothers are indeed visited upon the daughters
here, but Mahy leaves the reader feeling that Angela and Tycho have done something
triumphant and very right, and that this time it will be different: Angela's and Tycho's affair
will not be a mere re-run of Angela's mother's and father's . But won't it? Though their
relationship seems to be better than the previous generation's (they really do know each other
as friends), their situation, especially regarding Tycho's mother, seems all too much an old
story.
On the other hand, it may be that Mahy intends for the reader to see the irresponsibility
behind the act. Earlier, when Angela asks Tycho if it isn't "natural" for her to want to know
about her father, Mahy writes:
Tycho thought it was utterly natural, but the thought only filled him with
increasing alarm, for no one knew better than he how strong natural
feelings could be, and also how wrong it was to believe that natural things,
given in to, would automatically bring happiness.
And when Mrs. Potter objects to Tycho's involvement with Angela because "there's
something . . . a little bit blatant about her," Tycho responds:
"But, Mum, it is blatant - sex, I mean - when it's working well. It's
not ... well, it's not ashamed of itself, is it? Remember Morris-the-cat?"
For Morris-the-cat, prior to her hasty operation, had been a voluptuous
creature, luring suitors on, then spitting and rebuffing them, slinking along
behind the bean sticks followed by a procession of enchanted toms, all
compelled by her seasonal power.
"You can't compare people with cats," [Mrs. Potter responds.]
And so you can't. Or can you? It's such statements and their questions that make me wonder
if I've missed the point - and whether a teenage reader wouldn't miss it, too - or whether
there was a particular point to be missed .
Aside from this maj or drawback, there is much to praise in this book, and I enjoyed reading
Mahy as much as ever. Her descriptions are magical, her characters alive, and her sense of
humor unexpected . One of my favorite 'incidentals' was this gem:
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Mrs Potter put the bottle of wine in the fridge, Morris-the-cat leaped off
Tycho's knee and tore across the kitchen, peering anxiously into the
enchanted oblong of light the open door revealed. Lines of poetry came
back to Tycho.
It was a miracle of rare device,
A sunny pleasure dome with caves of ice.
What Coleridge had described was a fridge from a cat's point of view.
The Catalogue of the Universe is full of this kind of originality and humor, as well as pain
and disappointment. And yes, sex (though not graphic, fortunately) - and life itself.
Maybe that is the point. If I had a teenage daughter, I might use this book to start some
important conversations with her. -Tammy Hinckley
Mahy, Margaret. Jam . l11ustrated by Helen Craig. Atlantic Monthly Press, 1985. ISBN 087113-048-3. $12.95 . Unpaginated .
Any family who has ever suffered through a season of too much zucchini squash, fruit, or
vegetables that are too abundant will enjoy the story of Jam . When Mrs. Castle became a
scientist, Mr. Castle became the homemaker, who couldn't let even one single plum on the
family tree escape the jampot. Besides being good food, the jam proved useful for leaky
roofs and sticking down linoleum, but the family began to tire of jam-eating, to the point
that jam even invaded their dreams. Everyone breathed a sigh of relief when the jam was
gone, but while still anticipating the taste of egg sandw iches, fish and chips, and spaghetti,
the soft thud of a ripe plum was heard on the roof. Another plum season had begun!
Helen Craig's illustrations add to this delightful circular tale. Mrs. Castle is a bespectacled
scientist, Mr. Castle a tousle-haired homemaker. The plum tree positively drips with plums
and the vases, glasses, mugs, soup tureens, pitchers, and buckets of jam make the reader sick
of plum jam before the family has even started eating . The climax is provided by the jam
nightmares, with Clarissa chased by jampots, Clement rained on by jam, and Mrs. Castle
putting plums into her sunspots. UnW the end of the book, no mention is made of jam's
fattening capabilities, but the illustrations show the family getting plumper on each page.
It's a funny story, but it won't make the reader fond of plum jam. However, there is a
recipe in back if you work up an appetite for a bite of the sweet stuff with your reading.
-Lillian Heil
Mayle, Peter. Sweet Dreams and Monsters. l1lustrated by Arthur Robins. Harmony Books,
1986. ISBN 0-517-55972-2. $9.95. Unpaginated.
My second- and third-graders liked this one better than I did. It discusses what we know
about dream patterns and how dream time relates to our waking time. But the sample dreams
described - huge cockroaches under the bed, for example - are hard to identify with. They
are silly, never frightening . Perhaps the author was trying to avoid providing more fodder for
children's nightmares, but if so, couldn't he have been a bit closer to real life without
terrifying his audience? The bright cartoons match the text, silliness for silliness. If my
experience is typical, children will like this one better than parents. -Lovisa Lyman.
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Mazer, Harry. Cave Under the City. Thomas Y. Crowell, 1986. ISBN 0-690-045557-3; 0-69004559-X (library binding). $11.95. 152pp.
New York City, the Depression, cold weather, and dank living conditions provide the
setting for this adolescent novel. Tolley Holtz and his five-year-old brother face almost
impossible odds against surviving when their father leaves to seek work in another city and
their mother and grandmother are hospitalized. Their major conflicts come from hunger, cold,
and sickness. They abandon their apartment and seek shelter in a "cave" to avoid being taken
by McKenzie, the social services worker. Afraid that "they'd put Bubber and me in different
places. And if he cried at night, they'd hit him to make him stop," Tolley takes Bubber and
launches ou t into the world, a world filled with people suffering from unemployment and
hunger.
The story moves quickly from one episode to another. Other than Tolley, the narrator,
little attention is focused on the elements of literature. This book proves good reading,
however, for upper elementary and early junior high students. -Raphael Johstoneaux
Naidoo, Beverley. Journey to Jo'burg: A SouJh African Story. J. B. Lippincott, 1985. ISBN
0-397-32168-6 (library binding), $9.70; 0-397-32169-4, $9.89. 75pp.
In a village far from Johannesburg live Naledi and her younger brother, Tiro. They journey
to the "Gold City" to find their mother, who must live and work there to support them.
Dineo, their younger sister, needs medical attention, and their mother is the only one who
can help. As they journey to and through Johannesburg, they meet first-hand with the
universal disease of prejudice.
This vignette-like narrative describes some ugly racial problems in South Africa, and vivid
illustrations by Eric Velasquez depict the story's tone and message. Journey to Jo'burg will
provide young readers with food for thought. -Raphael Johstoneaux

Patent, Dorothy Hinshaw. Draft Horses. Photographs by William Munoz. Holiday House,
1986. ISBN 0-8234-0597-4. $12.95. 86pp.
I enjoyed reading Draft Horses - we had Percherons - because it helped me remember and
A
because horses are ecologically sound.
4+
It is especially interesting to read about the breeds. White Belgians, Percherons, and
Nonfict
Clydesdales are most familiar, Shires and Suffolks will be less known in the West, and the
Fjord Horse and the Hafflinger will come as a surprise to many readers.
The pictures are especially good. Muiloz has here a heart-warming collection of newborn
colts, and every one of his horse pictures exudes personality.
Farm kids will have fun with the captions on the photos, which must have been written by
the New York photo editor. -Thom Hinckley

B+
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Phipson, Joan. Hil and Run. Atheneum, 1985. ISBN 0-689-50362. LC 85-7522. $9 .95.
123pp.
Roland Fleming is a rich kid who's had everything he's ever wanted except his father's
affection. He can't seem to do anything right as far as his father is concerned. Then when
Roland is sixteen, he steals a Ferrari on a dare and is involved in a hit-and-run accident. He
tries to hide in the Australian outback, but Constable Gordon Sutton tracks him down. On the
way out, however, Gordon breaks his leg, and Roland must save him.
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Even though its characters, especially Roland's father, are clicMd, this book should please
young readers. Roland's struggle for self-respect and a sense of identity is a theme that most
young people relate to. Also, I feel that Phipson redeems her story through the bond that
develops between Roland and Gordon as they learn to depend on each other for survival.
--Gary Frazier.
Thaler, Mike. The Clown's Smile. Illustrated by Tracey Cameron. Harper & Row, 1986. ISBN
0-06-026052-1 (library binding). $9.89. Unpaginated.
You may not realize the importance of a clown's smile until you see one flyaway to land
on some unlikely faces. In Thaler's story, the clown's smile goes flitting from one circus
performer to another, with the clown in desperate pursuit. He tries to shoot it down, but it
teasingly lands on such animals as the gorilla and such people as the mayor's wife, and
finally leaps off the policeman at the door and makes its exit from the circus. That's when
the clown gives up, sits down and cries, and the smile, like Ii repentant puppy, comes back to
its place on his face. The circus can now go on.
Thaler's story is an imaginative way of describing a smile like a runaway child - just
having a good time as he tries on people and animals before returning to his home on the
clown. Cameron's illustrations are as bright as circus costumes and the reader will laugh at
how silly the clown's smile looks on the horse, the lion tamer, the lion, the gorilla, and the
elephant. It's whimsical and imaginative play, with an appealing part of one clown's circus
personality. -Lillian Heil
Viking Student World Atlas. Viking Penguin, 1986. ISBN 0-670-81122-X. $9.95. 64pp.
Produced by Bartholomew and published by Penguin, this atlas will be enjoyed by students
and teachers alike. School atlases often look as though done by chimpanzees with margarine
sticks. As a cartographer, I have delighted to show this atlas to friends and students.
There is a solid yet simple discussion of map scale and map projections. Because of the
large page format, the scale of the individual maps is larger than one would normally expect
in a school atlas. Although cartographers often choose trendy but ineffective projections for
maps, the projections chosen for the different land areas throughout this volume are simply
the best, based on Bartholomew's long experience.
The atlas starts off with a 'Map of the Environment' that divides the world into eight broad
climatic/vegetation zones. Not since Hal Shelton's work have I seen anything so effective .
Layer tinting has long been an abused and misleading technique. Yet by using nine uneven
class intervals for land, and with a novel selection of colours, this atlas not only avoids the
pitfalls but makes the technique work to good advantage.
Each world region is introduced by political and population maps and a natural vegetation
map that is based on the 'Map of the Environment'. A 'Did You Know That...' section and a
section of country flags and information - in colour - make this an attractive book.
This atlas would be a lUXUry in the classroom, welcomed as gift, impressive as an
occasional-table book in the parlour, and it is certainly a book that cartographers will admire
for some time to come. -Thom Hinckley

Voigt, Cynthia. Come A Stranger. Atheneum, 1986. ISBN 0-689-31289-X. $13.95. 190 pp.
Come A Stranger is another warm, understanding look at basically good people . The
protagonist, Mina Smith, is the same young black girl who sticks up for Dicey in Dicey's
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Song, when the teacher accuses her of plagiarizing when she writes of her mother. The
whole Tillerman family of Homecoming and Dicey's Song and Solitary Blue are here briefly.
Mina loves ballet and she is good. She gets a scholarship for ballet camp in Connecticut
where she is the only black. The first summer she loves it. She makes friends, is exposed to
fine music, and learns to discipline her body in dancing. She returns home already longing
for the next summer. Her friends and family don't approve of all the changes in her, however,
especially the changes in her attitudes and values.
The next summer, Mina finds herself in a small single room. Her friends do not seem as
much her friends, and the teacher tells her she's become uncoordinated because "her people
develop earlier." She comes home.
During the summers, Mina's father, who is the minister in Crisfield, Maryland, travels to
other parishes, and a minister from Harlem, the Reverend Tamer Shipp (of The Runner) comes
to Crisfield to enjoy the summer in a more relaxing place. Thus it is the Reverend Shipp who
meets Mina's bus. He asks her how she liked being the token black at the ballet school, and
she has to realize that is what she was. Mina soon develops a thirteen-year-old's crush on
Reverend Shipp. She begins to help his very pretty wife with the children and housework,
and eventually helps her, with motivation at least, to get her high school diploma.
At school, Mina won't let teachers or anyone else get away with discriminating against
blacks. Reverend Shipp tells her about Samuel "Bullet" Tillerman who had hated him but
finally taught him about himself and, in his own way, helped him become a good enough
runner to get a scholarship for college. He says, "I never loved anybody the way I loved
him." Bullet was killed in Vietnam. Tamer's son is named after him.
Mina gets acquainted with Dicey because her name is Tillerman, then grows to admire the
whole family. When Tamer Shipp is about to leave for a new assignment in the Midwest and
comes to give a farewell sermon at Reverend Smith's parish, Mina brings all the Tillermans
to meet him. Mrs. Tillerman hadn't known anyone admired her son. In giving them the
chance to share memories of Bullet, Mina gives both Mrs. TiUerman and Reverend Shipp a
wonderful gift, and she and Tamer have something that will always be theirs.
This is an excellent book. I cared about the people. I can believe them and believe in
them. The intertwining of books gives a feeling of the interconnecting of the human race, of
lives touching each other significantly, if only briefly, as well as the feeling of stories going
on all around us, and of all being a part of someone else's story. -Elizabeth Wahlquist
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Yolen, Jane, and others. Dragons and Dreams. Harper & Row, 1986. ISBN 0-06-026793-3.
LC 85-45387. SI1.89. 178 pp .
Jane Yolen has a gift for fantasy, and it is obvious from this anthology that she is in
touch with the ability in other writers. In Dragons and Dreams, the dragons are not the fairytale genre, but a more classical group who were acquainted with St. George, and the dreams
carry one from ghostly avengers to a subway into the future. With the able and experienced
assistance of Martin Greenberg and Charles G. Waugh, Ms. Yolen has gathered a varied
collection of writers in this popular field, and names such as Diana Wynne Jones, Patricia
McKillip, and Zilpha Keatley Snyder attest to the quality of the stories. This one's a safe bet.
-Janet Francis
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